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This paper provides an annual update report to the People, Organisational Development and 
Culture Committee (PODCC) on the 2022/23 Planning Objective 4I:

“By March 2023, further develop the Health Board plan to drive forward improved outcomes for 
Veterans and members of the Armed Forces community, in relation to NHS priority treatment 
guidance and recruitment strategies, and report on progress annually.“

Cefndir / Background

The Armed Forces Covenant is a promise by the nation ensuring that those who serve or who 
have served in the armed forces, and their families, are treated fairly.  

The Covenant1 states that ‘those who serve in the Armed Forces, whether regular or Reserve, 
those who have served in the past, and their families, should face no disadvantage compared 
to other citizens in the provision of public and commercial services. Special consideration is 
appropriate in some cases, especially for those who have given most such as the injured and 
the bereaved.’ 

The Health Board reinforced its commitment to the Armed Forces by re-signing the Armed 
Forces Covenant in March 2021 and by gaining the Defence Employer Recognition Scheme 
Gold award in July 2021.

1 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/
578212/20161215-The-Armed-Forces-Covenant.pdf


