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Councillor Alex Evans 
 
By email: AlexEvans@carmarthenshire.gov.uk  
 
 
Dear Councillor Evans 
 
Re: Consultation on the future of Meddygfa'r Sarn, Pontyates 
 
Thank you for your letter of 26 January 2026, in which you highlight the concerns 
raised locally by your constituents regarding the future of Meddygfa’r Sarn, 
Pontyates, and the impact you perceive the prospective outcome could have on their 
ability to access Primary Care services.  
 
We recognise the vital role that GPs play in supporting the health and well-being of 
individuals, families and communities, and understand the strength of feeling locally 
about Meddygfa’r Sarn. Whilst recognising that some people have raised concerns 
about trust in the engagement and decision-making process, we want to reassure 
residents, patients and elected representatives that no decision has been reached 
about the future of the Practice.  
 
At our January meeting, the Board agreed to an eight-week period of engagement to 
help us better understand the potential impacts of the Vacant Practice Panel’s 
recommendation and to hear directly from the communities affected. This approach 
is in line with Welsh Government guidance on consultation and engagement. 
 
For further information, I provide a link to the Sarn Surgery Board Report that was 
discussed in January 2026. This sets out the position of the Practice, explaining both 
the challenges and opportunities around the current workforce position and the state 
of the existing premises building, as well as early indications from the neighbouring 
Practice, Coalbrook Surgery in Pontyberem, that is proactively interested in growing 
its list sizes to future-proof its own sustainability.  
 






