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Reference:   FOI.7788.22 

Subject:    Adult Mental Health beds 

Date of Request: 5 January 2022 
 

Requested: 
 
I would like to make an application under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 for the following 
information:  
 
Please provide a breakdown from the last 4 years - 2018 - present, in calendar years not fiscal. 
Please also list the number of beds at each of the mental health units/acute mental health units, 
for example. 
 
1. Total number of Adult mental health/psychiatric inpatient beds broken down to number of beds 

in each unit  
 
2. Of those, how many beds are currently occupied  
 
3. How long has each patient occupied each bed 
 
4. What is the longest time a patient has occupied a bed in one of these units  
 
*NOTE: Meaning of ‘units’ - taking Betsi Cadwaladr as an example: Hergest, Ysbyty Gwynedd; 
Uned Ablett, Ysbyty Glan Clwyd; Uned Heddfan, Ysbyty Wrecsam Maelor.  
Clarification 
 
2. How many beds are occupied at present, ignore the "data requested back to 2018." 

 
3. The length of stay for every patient on the wards during the 4 years. 
 
4. The longest length of time a patient admitted (since 2018 has remained in a bed). 
 
Response: 
 
1. Hywel Dda University Health Board (UHB) provides, within the table below, the number of 

Adult Mental Health (AMH) beds, by Mental Health Unit (MHU), for the calendar years 2018, 
2019, 2020 and 2021. 
 

MHU 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Caebryn 18 18 18 18 

Carmarthen 9 9 9 9 

Haverfordwest 15 15 15 15 

 
2. The UHB provides, within the table below, the number of occupied AMH beds, as at 31 

December 2021. 
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MHU Number 

Caebryn 13 

Carmarthen 7 

Haverfordwest 8 

 
3. The UHB is unable to provide you with the information requested broken down by the length of 

stay for every patient on the wards, by the calendar years 2018 to 2021, as there is a potential 
risk of identifying individuals if these details were disclosed. The UHB is therefore withholding 
this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FoIA).  
 
Additionally, where the figures in the tables below have been replaced with an asterisk (*), this 
is due to the low numbers (5 and under). Therefore, there is again a risk of identifying individuals 
and so, the same exemption is being applied. 
 
This information is protected by the Data Protection Act 2018/General Data Protection 
Regulations 2016 (GDPR), as its disclosure would constitute unfair and unlawful processing and 
would be contrary to the principles and articles 6 and 9 of the GDPR.  This exemption is absolute 
and therefore, there is no requirement to apply the public interest test. 
 
In reaching this decision, the Data Protection Act 2018/General Data Protection Regulations 
2016 define personal data as data which relates to a living individual who can be identified solely 
from that data or from that data and other information which is in the possession of the data 
controller. 
 
However, whilst operating in accordance with the Section 45 Freedom of Information Code of 
Practice, the UHB has a duty to provide advice and assistance and therefore, provides the 
information by grouping the days of the length of stays.  
 
The UHB provides, within the table below, the number of patients by length of stay and by 
MHU, for the calendar years 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021. 

 

Caebryn MHU 2018 2019 2020 2021 

0-3 days 42 51 94 58 

4-7 days 40 42 44 20 

8-14 days 40 49 49 29 

15-31 days 47 46 27 35 

32-92 days 46 45 16 32 

93-182 days 13 11 15 12 

183-365 days 8 * * * 

365+ days * * * * 
 

Carmarthen MHU 2018 2019 2020 2021 

0-3 days 86 37 28 16 

4-7 days 34 22 10 9 

8-14 days 22 28 13 8 

15-31 days 32 27 24 9 

32-92 days 27 19 25 20 

93-182 days 6 8 * 6 

183-365 days 0 * * * 

365+ days 0 * * 0 
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Haverfordwest MHU 2018 2019 2020 2021 

0-3 days 73 44 73 36 

4-7 days 41 28 37 21 

8-14 days 30 26 26 20 

15-31 days 40 28 34 23 

32-92 days 35 44 31 24 

93-182 days * 13 16 10 

183-365 days 6 * * * 

365+ days * * 0 0 
 

 
4. The UHB confirms that the longest length of time that a patient occupied a bed in a MHU during 

the calendar years 2018 to 2021 was 1,369 days. 
 

 


