Reference: FOI.17356.25

Subject: Giant Cell Arteritis (GCA)

Date of Request: | 16 May 2025

Requested:

1. Does your trust or health board treat giant cell arteritis (GCA)? If not, please provide the name
of the hospital or trust that you refer GCA patients to.

2. Inthe past 3 months, how many patients with a primary diagnosis of GCA (ICD10 codes M31.5
or M31.6) were:

e Admitted as an inpatient
e Treated in A&E

3. How many patients were treated by the rheumatology department in the past 3 months with the
following:

e Tocilizumab - for any disease
e Tocilizumab for rheumatoid arthritis (RA) only
e Tocilizumab for giant cell arteritis (GCA) only

4. How many patients were treated by the ophthalmology department (for any disease) in the past
3 months with Tocilizumab?

5. How many patients were treated in A&E in the past 3 months for giant cell arteritis (GCA) with
Tocilizumab?

Response:

Hywel Dda University Health Board (UHB) is unable to provide you with all of the information
requested for question 3, as it is estimated that the cost of answering your request would exceed
the “appropriate limit” as stated in the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Data Protection
(Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004. The “appropriate limit” represents the estimated
cost of one person spending 18 hours (or 2% working days) in determining whether the UHB holds
the information, and locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

In order to provide you with all of the data requested, the UHB would need to undertake a manual
trawl of all identified prescriptions and cross reference with the patient’s medical record to identify
the reason for treatment.

The UHB is therefore applying an exemption under Section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act
2000 (FolA), which provides an exemption from a public authority’s obligation to comply with a
request for information where the cost of compliance is estimated to exceed the appropriate limit.

However, under Section 16 of the FolA, the UHB has a duty to provide advice and assistance and
provides the accessible information it holds below.

1. The UHB confirms that it does treat patients with Giant Cell Arteritis (GCA).
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. The UHB confirms that a total of fourteen (14) patients are recorded as having received a
primary diagnosis of GCA, during the period 1 February to 30 April 2025, eight (8) of which were
admitted as inpatients, and six (6) patients were treated in an Accident and Emergency (A&E)
department.

. A Section 12 exemption has been applied to the information requested for Rheumatoid Arthritis
(RA) and GCA. However, the UHB can confirm that eighty-seven (87) Rheumatology patients
were treated with Tocilizumab, for any condition, during the period 1 February to 30 April 2025.

. The UHB confirms that there were no patients recorded on its Pharmacy system as being treated
with Tocilizumab by the Ophthalmology Department for any condition, during the period 1
February to 30 April 2025.

. The UHB confirms that there were no patients recorded on its Pharmacy system as being treated
with Tocilizumab for GCA in an A&E department, during the period 1 February to 30 April 2025.
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