






































































APPENDIX 13b 

TfW CONNECTIVITY ANALYSIS FOR HYWEL DDA HEALTH BOARD 

In October 2025 TfW undertook public transport accessibility analysis for the Hywel 

Dda Health Board using the DfT (Department for Transport) Connectivity Tool. This 

provided a strategic assessment of public transport connectivity to existing and 

potential hospital sites in the region. 

In December 2025 the Hywel Dda Health Board requested additional analysis of the 

shortlisted sites at Whitland and St Clears, together with a third location, the Nant-y-

Ci car park on the western outskirts of Carmarthen town.  This additional location was 

chosen as a proxy as no site selection process has been undertaken outside the zone 

agreed in the strategy which was Narberth to St Clears. 

1. Connectivity analysis in terms of public transport and access by motor 

car for the following sites. 

A. Nant-y-Ci car park, Carmarthen 

The DfT connectivity analysis highlights driving as the dominant mode of accessibility, 

with a consistent mean score of 70, significantly higher than all other options. Cycling 

and walking register mean scores of 49 and 44 respectively, suggesting relatively 

strong access for active travel modes. Public transport, however, shows limited 

connectivity with a static mean score of 39, while the overall score for all modes 

excluding driving stands at 43. 

Figure 1: Private Vehicle connectivity to residential areas for the Nant-y-Ci car park 

  



Figure 2: Public Transport connectivity to residential areas for the Nant-y-Ci car park 

 

 

B. St Clears (SA33 4JW) 

The DfT connectivity analysis reveals that driving offers the highest level of 

accessibility, with a mean score of 67, far surpassing all other modes. Cycling and 

walking follow with mean scores of 39 and 37 respectively, indicating moderate 

accessibility for active travel options. Public transport trails behind at a mean score of 

31, while the overall score for all modes excluding driving stands at 34. 

Figure 3: Public transport connectivity to residential areas to the St Clears site 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure 4: Private Vehicle connectivity to residential areas to the St Clears site 

 

 

C. Whitland (SA34 0HZ) 

The DfT connectivity analysis indicates that driving provides the highest level of 

accessibility, with a mean score of 62, significantly outperforming all other modes. 

Cycling and walking follow with mean scores of 37 and 35 respectively, reflecting 

moderate levels of accessibility. Public transport lags behind at a mean score of 28, 

while the overall score for all modes excluding driving stands at 32. 

Figure 5: Public transport connectivity to residential areas for the Whitland site 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure 6: Private vehicle connectivity to residential areas for the Whitland site 

 

The table below summarises the connectivity scores for each location by mode: 

 

The connectivity scores shows that the Nant y Ci car park has the highest connectivity 

score to residential areas. This is the case for all modes. 

It can also be seen that driving consistently delivers the highest accessibility across 

all three locations, with mean values ranging from 62 to 70. Cycling and walking 

provide moderate levels of accessibility, with mean scores between 37–49 and 35–44 

respectively, though Whitland shows a notably low minimum cycling score, indicating 

poor provision. Public transport performs weakest overall, with mean scores of 28–39 

and particularly low minimum values in Whitland. 

Furthermore, the table below summarises journey time accessibility examples for both 

public transport and motor car combined with the population estimates for each 

journey time range. 

Mode of Trasport Nant y Ci St Clears Whitland 

  Mean Max Min Mean  Max  Min Mean  Max Min 

Overall (exc driving) 43 43 42 34 35 33 32 34 28 
Public Transport  39 39 39 31 31 29 28 30 24 
Walking  44 45 42 37 38 36 35 37 31 
Cycling 49 50 47 39 40 38 37 39 34 
Driving 70 70 70 67 68 65 62 64 60 

 



 

(* Based on Q4 2025 public transport timetables (bus & rail) 

2. Determine what impact a new bus service (e.g. 30-minute frequency) 

linking the Carmarthen bus and rail station to the Nant-y-Ci car park site 

would have on the connectivity score. 

Introducing a 30-minute bus service between Carmarthen station and the Nant-y-Ci 

car park results in a maximum uplift of 6 connectivity points. In practical terms, such a 

service would be expected to provide a useful connection for people travelling to any 

hospital located on the site.  The overall site connectivity change is presented below: 

 

Figure 7: Nant y Ci car park site analysis with 30-minute bus service 

 

HDUHB total population (2024, ONS): 388,722                                                             

Site Mode Journey time range Population estimate (2024, ONS) % of total HDUHB population (2024, ONS)

0-20 mins 12,598                                                     3.2%

20-40 mins 16,094                                                     4.1%

40-60 mins 44,394                                                     11.4%

Total up to 60 mins 73,086                                                    18.8%

0-20 mins 66,797                                                     17.2%

20-40 mins 182,882                                                   47.0%

40-60 mins 106,081                                                   27.3%

Total up to 60 mins 355,760                                                  91.5%

0-20 mins 5,638                                                       1.5%

20-40 mins 23,288                                                     6.0%

40-60 mins 12,763                                                     3.3%

Total up to 60 mins 41,689                                                    10.7%

0-20 mins 48,235                                                     12.4%

20-40 mins 235,916                                                   60.7%

40-60 mins 68,278                                                     17.6%

Total up to 60 mins 352,429                                                  90.7%

0-20 mins 3,860                                                       1.0%

20-40 mins 13,470                                                     3.5%

40-60 mins 46,643                                                     12.0%

Total up to 60 mins 63,973                                                    16.5%

0-20 mins 40,965                                                     10.5%

20-40 mins 196,806                                                   50.6%

40-60 mins 109,260                                                   28.1%

Total up to 60 mins 347,031                                                  89.3%

Nant-Y-Ci Car Park (Carmarthen)

St Clears (SA33 4JW)

Whitland (SA34 0HZ)

PT*

Car

PT*

Car

PT*

Car

Mode of Trasport Nant y Ci (Existing) Nant y Ci (Improved) 

Overall 44 50 
 



3.         Connectivity analysis to consider what impact a new rail station near to 

the Nant-y-Ci site would have on the connectivity score | Connectivity 

analysis to consider what impact a new rail station near to the St Clears 

site would have on the connectivity score.  

We explored the option of introducing a new railway station; however, the tool only 

supports additive changes to the transport network. While we can model the inclusion 

of a new railway station, the tool does not account for existing rail services, and 

incorporating current services manually would result in double counting. Therefore, it 

would not adequately reflect the current transport circumstances.  

It is our understanding that DfT intend to improve the functionality of the Connectivity 

Tool. Should improve functionality address this we would be happy to undertake this 

analysis. 
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